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Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine said they
have intensified bombing of the Donetsk airport,

while Kiev said it hit back in the face of the
insurgents' attempts to recover from a ceasefire
agreement by shelling Donetsk military barracks

and trying to seize the airport. As separatists
and the Ukrainian army battled in eastern

Ukraine on Thursday, Russia's UN ambassador
Vitaly Churkin blamed Washington for the
renewed violence, which resumed after a

ceasefire deal failed to bring the separatists to
the negotiating table. "It is the U.S. from which

the destabilization of Ukraine emanates,"
Churkin told reporters. "This U.S. administration
is responsible for the current situation." Bogdan
Borodai, one of the separatists' commanders,
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said the Kiev government had not honored the
ceasefire, calling it "an act of aggression" that

would allow Ukraine's military to resume control
of Mariupol on the Sea of Azov. A government

spokesman in Kiev denied this claim. "They (the
separatists) were shelling Mariupol, so they can

only be enemies,"
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