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Description This course surveys all aspects of the art of theater from the Greeks to contemporary Theater.
Lectures cover the development of drama from its origins in prehistoric and metallurgical rituals through the
Archaic period, through the Classical period, and through the Roman period. Surveys the evolution of drama
from tragedy to comedy, from theatre to drama, and from antiquity to contemporary practice. Introduces the
major dramatists of the period, including Euripides, Sophocles, and Aeschylus; and also such 20th-century
figures as Harold Clurman and Ellen Stewart. Examines the themes of Greek drama, the nature of the Greek
dialogue, and the nature of the Greek chorus. Offers an account of the development of staging and mime,
and discusses the place of music and acoustics in Greek theatre. Offers a survey of the theatre of the
classical and Hellenistic world, and examines the developments of Greek theatre in the Roman period.
Examines the intellectual and cultural impact of Greek drama and theatre. Examines the art and craft of
theatrical performance with a survey of the techniques used in major 20th-century productions. Analyzes the
social, political, and cultural significance of Greek theatre in ancient Greece, and the influence of Greek
theatre in ancient and modern societies. Gives an account of Greek theatre in the Middle Ages, and examines
the influence of Greek theatre on Shakespeare. Inventories and discusses the significant theatrical
performances of the last 200 years of the 20th century, as well as Shakespearean productions. Offers a
modern view of the interpretive questions and theatrical problems that continue to engage students and
scholars of Greek drama. Reviews significant developments in the history of theatre and performance in
recent years, and provides an account of the evolution of modern forms of drama. Full Description For more
than a hundred years, the study of classical and medieval drama has been dominated by approaches drawn
from philology and linguistic analysis. However, the history of theatre and performance from antiquity to
modernity shows that drama is much more than just a dead language. Not only does drama contain an
important source of knowledge about ancient culture, but the art and craft of dramatic performance
constantly challenges the limits of the theatre itself. Most of the courses on 20th century Greek drama in
English concentrate on abstract or at least historical consideration of the problems and techniques of Greek
drama. What is lacking is
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